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When  volumes  are  estimated  from  aerial  photos^    1  acre  or  smaller 
sample  plots  are  studied.  The  interpretation  of  these  plots  may  include 
several  detailed  measurements  necessitating  marking  the  plot  boundary, 
usually  by  means  of  a  plot  templet.    These  templets  consist  of  a  piece 
of  transparent  film  on  which  is  printed  or  scribed  a  small  circle  repre- 
senting plot  boundary  at  the  scale  of  the  photos  in  usee 

The  templet  is  laid  over  one  photo  of  the  stereo-pair  and  the  dot 
at  the  center  of  the  circle  is   oriented  over  a  pinprick  marking  plot 
center  on  the  aerial  photo o    With  use^  the  emulsion  surface  of  the  film 
becomes  scratched  and  cloudy  so  that  the  dot  shield  becomes  unusable  and 
must  be  discarded o 

One  solution  consists  of  cutting  out  the  area  within  the  circle  so 
that  the  interpreter  has  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  photo  detail  on  the 
plot.    This  is  easily  accomplished  with  a  pair  of  dividerSo 

Set  plot  radius  on  the  divider,,  place  one  point  on  the  film  at  the 
dot  marking  plot  center,  and  rotate  so  that  the  other  point  scribes  the 
film  along  plot  boundary o    A  few  rotations  and  this  small  circle  will 
separate  cleanly  from  the  rest  of  the  film. 

Photo  interpreters  invariably  notice  an   unexpected  advantage  in 
using  such  a  frosted  or  rubbed  shield  with  an  opening  of  plot  size.  The 
pupil,    which  controls  the  amount  of  light  entering  the  eye,  apparently 
adjusts  itself  to  the  images  beneath  the  clouded  shield.     The  over-all 
effect  to  the  interpreter  resembles  that  which  would  be  obtained  by  focus- 
ing a  tiny  spotlight  on  the  plot  to  be  interpreted. 


Figure  1. — Templet  with  acre  circle  is  oriented  over  the  plot 
to  be  interpreted:  (1)  a  frosted  templet  with  acre  circle 
cut  out,  (2)  creates  the  effect  of  a  small  spotlight  focused 
on  the  plot  to  be  studied. 


